Sims Michigan
Ranch Grows
with Family

BY ELEANOR PAGE

About 50 years ago a flat boat
loaded with lumber and a crew of
carpenters wsas pulled north from
Bay City in Lake Huron’s thumb
shaped Saginaw bay to a point
near the bay enfrance and the vil-
lage of Au Gres, Mich. There,
alongside a sandr stretch of
beach, the workmen started put-
Hng up a house which measured
24 by 248 feet,

As soon as the walls were up
and the roof on, its owners, Mr
and Mrs., Edwin W. Sims, put up
mosquito netting at the windows,
installed a two bumer stove, and
moved in with thelr two lttle
gris. And that was the start of
the maln house st Sims ranch.

As the Sims family increased,
younger members slept at first In
tents, then in additions to the
original small house, then in cadb
ins which had been erected for
other pumoses elteéwher2 on the

property and moved down to the |

bay shore to join the slowly elon-
gating row of dwellings. The fish-
house now is the summer home of
the Frank Sims family; an old
cross-roads schoolhouse was
brought 2 miles to be incoriirated
io the Edwin Sims Jr. residence.
‘The boathouse stl]] is uted for
boats, bul there {s a far away look
in a family member's ey« when
she considers, dream'ly, taat “it
would make a stunning home with
1% "
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Mr. Bims no longer Is present Lo
fun the domaln he steked out as a
young man when he was growing
up {n Bay City where his father,
Walter Sims, was a minister,
school principal, newspaper pube
lisher, and yacht bullder. He Is
remembered with esteem and af-
fection by his grandchildren as a
white halred glant who teok them
salling In his 60 foot craft Just as
he had their father during the days
that Edwin Slms picked oul the
5,000 acres which were to become
an vnique family property.

Edwin Sins' widow now pres
sides over the ranch in cepacity
of mother, grandmother, and greatr
grandmother, surrounded by mem-
ories of & full and active life, and
looking forward to ecven more
diversified activities, such as
another trip to Europe next spring,
and & resumption of the famed
ranch bunts this fall. She has
moved out of the sprewling nnch-‘
bouse, however, and Inlo a newly
created suite of rooms in the long,
narmow cabln next in line w the
east. She has taken her favorite
pleces from her Chicego home for
ber sitting room and bedroom, and
shares the cabin with Miss Mary
Brand, known affectionately to all
generations as Brandy, who
presides over the office.

These quarters are convenlent
for Mrs. Sims ““to get away from it
all,'” she says, for she finds the
ranchhouse more like 2 pepular
country club, especially on week-
ends when any overflow of guests
15 quartered there.

* & 0

, &he Is fond of remembering that
it was a flip of 2 coin which
brought the late Mr. -Sims to Chi-
cago instead of o New York City
after he was graduated from the
University of Michigan law school,
It was no matter of chance, how
ever, thal the ranch property in-
c¢'udes more than 2 miles of water
front. Mrs. Sims refused to spend
summers on her husband's Au
Gres property {f she couldn't be
On the water. S0 he bought the bay
slde strip which has become mora
important to the family as years
passed than the cattle and faming
aspects of the ranch's early days.

The heris of cattle and sheep
no lIonger are Kept up, and the
number of horses in the slables
has been reduced to a few which
grandchildren =2and guests keep
exerclsed Mrs, Sims Jusl now and
with great reluctance has stopped
riding but her horse goes out daily
with younger riders.

To the east of the cabin Mrs,
Bims now uses is Stagger Inn, a
one room house created from an
old cabin and used by Mac and
David Sims, sons of Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Sims. Mrs, Frank Sims has
decorated it suitably to dbe used
false as an extra guestroon, coim=
plete with little front porch, tiled
bath, and screened back porch.
Her own house, the one made over
from the fishhouse, §s & hudb of
activity as the cement tennis
court, laid down 25 vears ego and
still In perfect condition, Is im-
mediately behind In an area
cleared out of the woods,

The home of Mr. and Mrs, Sims
Jr. would be &t ease in any
yashionable spa, yel fils perfectly
into ranch life. Instead of break-
ing up the achoolhouse into two
or three rooms, the owners kept
it intact as = Jarge living room,
added a sitting porch on the bay
side, a dining porch on the more
shelteredopposite side; a kitchen,
and fow bedrooms and two baths,
which stretch out single file slong
4 hall leading west.

The house, with its magnifl-
cently proportioned living room,
is a delight to :he feminine eye,
yet rugged encigh to withstand
waier, sand, and casual life, The
French blue of the living room
wallpaper echoes the color from
the bay; the fireplace is raised,
for convenlence in charcoal broil.
ing, anc banded in quaint, colorful
tiles; window seats aloog the bay
side wall are covered with red and
white striped ticking which
matches some of the covers of the
black wicker furmniture used on the
porch, The organ which once was

used in Grandfather Sims’ church '
is in the Uving room

A delicate blue vine print
papers the long hall, young
Pamela’'s room is done in a bright
gold paper with scattered boue
quets, and the same paper !s used
to cover & table which !s atteched
to one wall. Young Susie's rooms
has spool beds, painted white,

Last year they added two more
bedrooms and another bath, The
two new bedrooms are paneled In
pine. One has quilted bed cnvers
of sturdy green chintz with bole
sters covered In green and yellow
plald, More of the plald makes
a dust ruffle under the pine
valance which outlines the comer
windows. The other room has draw
draperies of a8 scenlc print show-
ing a8 white manor house, & huge red
barn, and some horses, and typical
of Mrs, Sims’ original toucdes is
the picture which hangs between
the beds, It §s simply a square
yard of the same print material
put into a pine frame!

* *

This house, and th? one next
to it belonging to Mr. and Mrs,
John F. Evans (Priscilia Sims),
as the newest houses, naturally
we the most chie.

The Evanses’ home s come
pletely mpd_zn. with & knotty pine
kitchen with views south, west
and north, lighting and cabinets
placed where they do the most
good, and every other convenience
the housewife could dream of,
Electricity came to the camp only
10 years ago, and the summer
residents have made good use of
it altho the ranch still cuts its
own ice and stores ¢ every
winter.

The Interior of the Evanses'
living room Js knotty pine, too,
and so are some of the handsome
end tables and other furnishings
in this gay room. The house shows
the individuality that ownere
designed ones usually display.

Eastward along the shore are




“the homes of three other &ims
daughters, Mrs, Peter C. Krupp,
and Mrs, Alexander C. McLaughlin
of Chicago, and Mrs. Richard Cof-
fin of Rosiyn, N. Y. The boal-
house marks the end of the line
of buildings. It is empty this
summer &5 the Sea Hawk, a
cruiser, has been put in the water
for the first tme since the war,
and most of the smaller boats are
out and tied up In front of various
cabins,




